NEWSLETTER for September, A.D. 2007

CONSISTORY

The local Consistory of West End Collegiate Church will meet in the Education Center at West End on Tuesday, September 11 at 6:45 p.m.

CLUB FOR KIDS

Club for Kids and Club Late Night will resume on Friday, October 5, at 6:00 and 8:30 p.m., respectively, in the church parlor.  Watch this space for further information about this fantastic Friday fun fellowship for friends and families

CHOIR SCHEDULE

We welcome the West End Collegiate Church Octet back to the choir loft on September 9. The volunteer choir will rehearse at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings September 16, 23 and 30 in preparation for World Communion Sunday on October 7. Allen Sever extends an invitation to all singers to join the volunteer choir. Monday night rehearsals for the volunteer choir begin September 24 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held each Tuesday evening at 6:00, beginning on September 4, with the sanctuary being opened for quiet meditation at 5:30.

There will be a brief Communion service every Wednesday morning at 8:00 beginning on September 5.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
The Service Programs resume their regular schedule beginning September 4:

Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and homeless

      
             4:00 p.m. – Bible Study / 4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and emotionally healing

     
12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

WHERE ARE THE HUNGRY?  
 

Many of our hungry neighbors come to West End Collegiate Church every Tuesday afternoon for a hot meal and a friendly smile.  If you would like to be a part of this very rewarding ministry, talk to Jim Sterner after worship or call him at the church office.  You can volunteer once a month or as often as four times a month.  The hours are 4:15 to 5:30 p.m.  Come and be a part of what many of our guests call the "best hot meal in New York City."  

CHURCH SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

It’s time to kick off another exciting season of Church School! On Sunday, September 16 our hall of fame teachers will cheer on their all-star students in the Education Center.  Registration and an enthusiastic welcome will begin at 9:45 a.m.  After our brief sharing time we will go with our teachers to our classrooms. Before the 11:00 a.m. worship, all participants are encouraged to find their parents in the sanctuary and sit with them until they are called forward for the Children's Message, so that our entire church family can be together until the boys and girls depart for their worship programs.

CHILDREN AND WORSHIP AND THE YOUNG DISCIPLES

The children's worship hour will resume immediately after the Children's Message on Sunday, September 16.  Children and Worship is specially designed to meet the worship needs of all our boys and girls ages 3 to 6 and meets in the Worship Center.  Led by Jim Sterner and Priscilla Shanks Chattah, Children and Worship offers a unique approach that has become a profound experience for our entire church family.  

Last year, the God Squad was created to meet the needs of our second and third graders. We meet in Room C in the Education Center.  This program is led by Jane Russo and J.J. Russo and worships with singing, scripture, arts & crafts, and games. 

We created Young Disciples to meet the worship needs of all our boys and girls in fourth through eighth grades.  We meet in the Education Center.  Led by James Vanreusel and Stacia Teele, the Young Disciples are creative, focused and passionate about their church, the need for social justice in the world, and their love for God and each other. 

Children three years and younger are welcome to expert childcare provided each and every Sunday by the "Dream Team" of Arlene Davey and Debbie-Anne Lee Foon.  

WHERE ARE THE CHILDREN?
 

Do you ever wonder what happens to our boys and girls after they have left the sanctuary?  They attend three very different and diverse Worship Programs and you are invited to join them.  By serving as little as once a year, you can satisfy your curiosity, and do a good deed.  We are asking every adult who enjoys the quality of worship at West End to serve as a greeter during the worship hour and to be there for our children.   NO EXPERIENCE IS NECESSARY AND THE REWARDS ARE PRICELESS.  The greeter sign-up sheet is located at the back of the sanctuary (on the west side) and you are invited to choose a Sunday convenient for you and be a integral part of this great hour of worship.  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Food for Thought fellowship resumes Sunday, September 30 after worship in Room 25 during lunch for an hour. This year we will meet the last Sunday of each month.  Bring your lunch and join us for a series of discussions about "Miracles: Why we believe in them and why we need them". We will begin with the Incarnation and Resurrection, and follow with the miracles of Jesus and discussions about miracles today, as well as our response to God's miracles in our lives. We will be using as our study guide Miracles and Wonders by Calvin Miller. Call April Fisher for further details or with any questions, 973-383-5162.
WONDER HOUR 

            Adult Christian Education Wonder Hour reconvenes September 16 from 9:45 -10:45 a.m.

Wonder Hour begins our new season with Isaiah, under the leadership of Dr. David Carr, Professor of Old Testament at Union Theological Seminary.  Dr. Carr returns as a speaker for two Sundays, beginning September 16. His lectures on the messages of hope, suffering, redemption, exile, and triumph delivered by this great Old Testament prophet to a people grappling with political and cultural catastrophe bring alive the three books of Isaiah.  Join us on September 16 and 23.

INQUIRERS’ CLASS

Interested in learning more about West End Collegiate Church, our programs and polity? Inquirers classes for those considering membership will be offered in September with reception of new members in October.  Please see Naomi.Niles.for.more.information.

POETRY READING/WELCOME BACK LUNCH

Poetry Reading/Welcome Back Luncheon Sunday is September 16.  This year’s hostess is Christa Scott-Reid. Please help make it special by contributing your favorite dessert. Christa will shepherd us as we read poems that we bring on “Peace and Non-Violence.” This is a theme that is paramount in our everyday lives. Everyone is invited to participate.

OUR FAMILY NEWS:

J. Ward Mitchell passed from this life on July 25, 2007 (just three weeks before his 99th birthday).  We will have a memorial service on Saturday, September 15 at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.

The Bagby-Brown family: Jan, Stuart, Elisabeth and Daniel now residing in London, visited West End Collegiate Church in July (Emily has begun college).

Weddings:
Congratulations and best wishes to these couples:

Christopher Saxe and Joyce Voornhout on June 27

Christa Scott-Reid and Kevin George on July 2 

Julie Hiraga and Craig Stolzberg on August 11

READING GROUP

The next meeting of the WECC book club is Friday, September 7 in the Education Center at the church, beginning at 7:00 p.m. We will discuss “Who Wrote the New Testament?” by Burton Mack.  If you have questions, please contact Kay Uyterlinde at Uyterlinde@hotmail.com or call 787-1285.

PRAYER SPONSORS FOR CHILDREN

Prayer Sponsors for Children is being renewed and revitalized! Our successful ministry of adults committing to pray for young members of our congregation will resume in September. Elyse Rogers, MaryLou Jacob and Inger Leo will serve as coordinators of this ministry. Watch for a sign-up sheet at the back of the sanctuary to add your name to the sponsor list. Our goal is to have every school-age child matched with a sponsor. The more sponsors, the more children we can include (pre-school to college!). For more information speak to Elyse, MaryLou, Inger or Kim Yancey Moore, Chair of Small Group Ministries.
TUTORING  

A new training class will begin in the late fall.  Please see Anne Todd if you are interested.

ENVISIONING

This coming fall the congregation will receive a written update of the envisioning process.  A part of the process includes some renovation work taking place this summer in the Children and Worship Center (the area above the parlor), which enlarges and upgrades the space for the stories that the children hear.  The colors in that area are the same colors as in the sanctuary, providing a sense of oneness throughout the church.

DID YOU KNOW…

…there is a box in the cornerstone of the West End Collegiate Church which contains, among other items, a catalogue of Rutgers College from 1891, copies of New York Herald, Times, Tribune, Sun, World, Evening Post, and Journal of Commerce all dated October 23, 1891, sermons of the Reverend Talcot W. Chambers, Cotton’s 1891 map of the City of New York, and one cent pieces from 1787, 1795, and 1797.
HOLIDAY

The Church Office and programs will be closed on Monday, September 3 in observance of Labor Day.

