NEWSLETTER

for October, A.D. 2007

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny.matters compared to what lies within us.” 

 - Ralph Waldo Emerson
CONSISTORY
The Full Consistory of Collegiate Church will meet at Marble Collegiate Church on October 1 at 5:45 p.m.

The local Consistory of West End Collegiate Church will meet on Tuesday, October 9 at 6:45 p.m.
CLUB FOR KIDS

The leaves are falling and CLUB is calling… 

It's official: summer is over and Club for Kids is back.   Join us starting Friday, October 5, for another mad, hot year of fun and fellowship, pizza and play.  If you are a kid in second through eighth grade, come to the Parlor door Fridays at 6:00 p.m. and play with your church friends until 8:30 p.m. If you are in seventh or eighth grade, you have graduated to Club Late Night status and may stay with us until 10:00 p.m., on the first, and last Friday of every month (in months with five Fridays we’ll meet on the third week, as well).  Parents are always welcome to stay and help Nicole Chevance and Letitia Scordino provide parental support and fellowship. Old and new friends are always welcome, too!  

WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held Tuesday evenings at 6:00.  The sanctuary is open for quiet meditation at 5:30.

There will be a brief Communion service every Wednesday morning at 8:00.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
The Service Programs meet on their regular schedule:

Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and                                            

     emotionally healing at 12 Noon.

LOOKING AHEAD TO CHRISTMAS & 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on Tuesdays this year.  We would like to serve a hot dinner to our hungry friends and neighbors on those two Tuesdays between 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. if we have enough volunteers. If you are available to serve or to cook during the afternoon on one of those dates, please call Jim Sterner as soon as possible at the church office, or speak to him after worship. 
CHOIR  SCHEDULE

The volunteer choir will rehearse at 9:00 on Sunday morning, October 7, and sing at the World Communion Sunday service at 11:00.  Sunday morning rehearsals will continue throughout October. Monday evening rehearsals are from 7:00 to 9:00.  There will NOT be a rehearsal on Monday, October 8; the building is closed in observance of Columbus Day. The volunteer choir will also sing with the Octet on Reformation Sunday, October 28. 
WONDER HOUR

Adult Christian Education Wonder Hour continues Sunday mornings from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 

Encounters with the Spirit: Actions and Promises "The Spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon me…" -Isaiah 61:1 We begin discussing our experience with the Holy Spirit, in the Scripture and in our lives. What or who is the Holy Spirit?  How is it related to the Spirit of God?  
How is it related to God the Father and God the Son?  What is its history?  What do we expect of it; what does it expect of us?

We will continue on to consider the Gifts of the Spirit, under the joint leadership of Anne Todd and Julia Turner.  What gifts do you perceive in yourself and in others?  What is the nature of spiritual gifts, and how do we use them?  How does the church use our gifts?
We look forward to:

· Lectures from David Blight, professor of American history at Yale University and noted author on American slavery and religion

· Dr. Norman Kansfield on Reformed Church Theology

· The Mystery of Advent in a mystery play with Cynthia Parker
· Discussion led by Susan Sgarlat of the new Belhar Confession, provisionally adopted by the Reformed Church in America

· Jocelyn Camp returns to lead a discussion of poetry and prose

OUR ARTISTS AT WORK

The Artery Festival, a New York City-based festival dedicated to expressing and exploring spiritual themes through art & music, has selected singer / songwriter John Russo to perform two 1 hour concerts on Wednesday, October 17 at 10:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 20 at 5:30 p.m.  The concert will be held at 300 W 43rd St. (between 8th and 9th) on the 4th floor.  This year's festival theme is "RENEWAL".
Jessica Myhr, the newest West End Collegiate Church part-time office assistant, will appear in Chekhov’s The Cherry Orchard presented by Resonance Ensemble in Theatre Row’s Beckett Theatre. Details are posted in the back of the sanctuary.
READING GROUP

The West End Collegiate Church Reading Group will be on hiatus until after the New Year.  If you have suggestions for books you would like to read and discuss, preferred days and times to meet, and any other thoughts you would like to share, please call Kay Uyterlinde at 212-787-1285 or e-mail her at uyterlinde@hotmail.com
BOO!  YOU’RE INVITED

We don't mean to scare you, but the West End Collegiate Church Hallowe'en Party is Friday, October 26, at 6:00 p.m. and you’re invited.  Come in costume or come as you are to the Church Parlor for dinner, costumes, games, a Haunted House, and a safe place to be spooky.  The Youth Group, in partnership with the Hospitality Committee, is proud to sponsor this acclaimed annual event.  The entire church family is invited and encouraged to come to the festivities.  
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A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING…
 …is called for Sunday, October 21 after worship for purposes of:

· affirming the 2007-2008 budget

· report on our Envisioning

· addressing questions about the transition process for new pastoral leadership.  
· Lunch
NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY

Gwendolyn Brown will travel to the Gulf Coast, October 3 to 9, with members of other Collegiate Church congregations to do service work in the New Orleans area.  

Congratulations to Amy Kable and Douglas Moody on the birth of their first child, Charlotte Kable Moody. Charlotte weighed in at five pounds, eleven ounces.  She is the granddaughter of Lynn and Ned Kable.

TELL-AROUND 2007
 

MetroNOBS (Network of Biblical Storytellers) invite you and your family to Tell-Around 2007...A Biblical Storytelling Event!  Come and hear storytellers from all over the New York region on Sunday, October 21, at 2:00 at Canaan Baptist Church of Christ, 132 West 116th Street (between 7th & Lenox Avenues) in Manhattan.  All are welcome to come and experience the power, mystery, challenge, humor and wonder of hearing Biblical stories as they were first heard!  There is no admission charge, and light refreshments will be served.  Come enjoy both sacred and secular stories told by professional and amateur storytellers.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
West End Collegiate Church is seeking a full time staff person to help develop our membership program and facilitate our small group ministries.  This is a new position.  A job description is posted on the back bulletin board. If you know someone who would be interested, please share a copy of the posting.
HOLIDAY 

The church office and programs will be closed on Monday, October 8 in observance of Columbus Day

