NEWSLETTER

for November, A.D. 2007
QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
"The days come and go like muffled and veiled figures sent from a distant friendly party, but they say nothing, and if we do not use the gifts they bring, they carry them as silently away."                         -Ralph Waldo Emerson
CONSISTORY

The local Consistory of West End Collegiate Church will meet at West End on Tuesday, November 6 at 6:45 p.m.

CHOIR SCHEDULE

The Choir will be rehearsing Monday nights from 7:00-9:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in preparation for the annual Concert of Advent & Christmas Music on Sunday, December 16 at 3:00 p.m. 
THANKSGIVING
The Church Office and programs will be closed on Thursday and Friday, November 22 & 23 in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday. Be on the lookout for an announcement of a Thanksgiving Eve service in one of our neighborhood houses of worship
SUNDAYS AFTER WORSHIP

Sunday, November 18, The Reverend Robert Chase, our founding Director of Intersections, will be preaching in the service and then engaging us in a discussion about his ministry in an after-lunch gathering in the Chapel. Intersections is a fifth ministry of the Collegiate Church, in addition to the four congregations, beginning this fall.  Its emphasis will be local and world-wide work of peace and reconciliation.   How will Intersections do this?  How can we be involved?  What will be the forms of this new ministry?
WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held each Tuesday evening at 6:00, with the sanctuary being opened for quiet meditation at 5:30.

There will be a brief Communion service every Wednesday morning at 8:00.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and                                            

     emotionally healing

     12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

WONDER HOUR

Wonder Hour will continue Sunday mornings 9:45 to 10:45. In November, Wonder Hour, led by Julia Turner and Anne Todd, will continue to read and discuss Scripture on the actions of the Holy Spirit, the promises it makes, and encounters with its power.  We will also consider the Spiritual Gifts with which we are endowed, and their actions and potential in our lives as individuals and as a church family.

BREAD FOR THE WORLD

Bread for the World will meet on Thursday, November 8 at 6:30 p.m.  Judith Gorsuch leads this group which advocates for policies to share food among the whole human family.

OUR FAMILY NEWS
Two of our families released a loved one from this life in the weeks just past.

  ▪ Albert Watson’s father died on September 22.

  ▪ Carla Christoff’s mother died at the end of August.  

The church surrounds these families in sympathy and faith.

2008 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN BEGINS

Our annual pledge campaign starts this month.  Please watch your mailbox for a letter from the Stewardship Committee and pledge form coming the first week in November. Stewardship Sunday, when we receive pledges as part of the offering at morning worship, will be November 11.

OUR ARTISTS AT WORK

Evangeline Benedetti, cellist, and Serena Benedetti, soprano, together with Stanley Drucker, clarinetist, and Kiyoshi Tamagawa, pianist, will be performing works by Debussy, D’Indy, Previn and Schubert at Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall on Saturday, December 8 at 2:00 p.m.  For further information and tickets, see the bulletin board at the back of the sanctuary, or speak to Van Benedetti.

Julia Turner will sing in Handel’s “Messiah” on December 18 in Carnegie Hall with the Oratorio Society of New York. Anyone interested in tickets can contact Julia or go to the website www.oratoriosocietyofny.org  to buy them online.      
LOOKING AHEAD…

The Christmas Decorating Party will be on Sunday, December 9. Lunch will be served following worship; the decorating will begin after lunch.

The Concert of Advent and Christmas Music, featuring the choirs of West End Collegiate Church with instrumentalists and organ, will be held on Sunday, December 16 at 3:00.

NOMINATIONS INVITED
▪ for a Deacon for Consistory – due by 5:00 p.m. on  ..Monday, November 5

▪ for Search Committee representatives: the Interim ..Minister and the next Installed Minister
Letters have gone out inviting your nominations for all these very special tasks.  The Consistory will review the nominations, interview candidates for Deacon, and appoint persons to the Search Committees.  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The Food For Thought Fellowship is discussing "Miracles: why we believe them and why we need them." We will continue our discussion during lunch on 
Sunday, November 25 in Room 25.  In this session we will focus on the miracles of Jesus. 

Food for Thought Fellowship meets on the last Sunday of each month and all are invited to attend.  Contact April Fisher at jandofish@embarqmail.com with any questions.

