NEWSLETTER

for March, A.D. 2008

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“Though force can protect in emergency, only justice, fairness, consideration and cooperation can finally lead to the dawn of eternal peace.”       - Dwight D. Eisenhower
CONSISTORY

The local Consistory will meet on Tuesday, March 11 at 6:45 p.m.
HOLY WEEK SERVICES
     Sunday, March 16 PALM SUNDAY

           10:15 Palm Walk and procession into the sanctuary

           11:00 Worship

     Thursday, March 20 MAUNDY THURSDAY 
            The Last Supper and The Service of Shadows  ………(Tenebrae)  at 7:30 p.m.

     Friday, March 21 GOOD FRIDAY at 12:00 Noon         ….        KEEPING WATCH AT THE CROSS
     Saturday, March 22 EASTER VIGIL 8:00 to 10 p.m.

             THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER, the first service  ……….of Easter, is a service of Light, of Word, and of ………Sacrament.  A beautiful rite, the Vigil is both ………solemn and festive.  We need 11 volunteers to ………read scripture for the service.  
………There is a sign up sheet on the back table.
    Sunday, March 23 EASTER SUNDAY at 11:00 a.m.

            
THE FESTIVAL OF THE RESURRECTION

WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held each Tuesday evening at 6:00 with the sanctuary being opened for quiet meditation at 5:30.

There will be a brief Communion service every Wednesday morning at 8:00.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and         …………...homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and                                            

     emotionally healing

     12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

WONDER HOUR

“What Do We Do When We ‘Do’ Theology?"  Our speakers on Reformed Church Creeds and Confessions talked about “doing” theology.  What does that mean?  How do we actually "do" theology, as opposed to studying it or talking about it?  Does it affect our 

individual lives or the life of our church? 

Join us in Room 25 at 9:45 on Sunday mornings!  
Thelma Thomas will also join us from NOBS to present "The Book of Ruth," on March 9.

OUR ARTISTS AT WORK
Terry Schreiber is directing the current production of Tennessee Williams’ The Night of the Iguana at T. Schreiber Studio.  See the back bulletin board for details.
Julia Turner and Albert Watson will be singing in the chorus of The Oratorio Society of New York on Tuesday, March 4, 2008 at 8:00 pm in Carnegie Hall.  The program is the Fauré Requiem and Cantique de Jean Racine and the Moravec: Songs of Love and War.
CHOIR SCHEDULE

The choir will sing in the service periodically between now and Easter. We are beginning our preparation of the Easter-tide music, including special offerings on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, and invite all singers to participate in the volunteer choir.  We rehearse on Mondays in Room A from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. in the choir loft.  Come and sing with us !
WEST END’S MUSIC TRANSITION

In a decision momentous for the West End Collegiate Church, Allen Sever, our Minister of Music, has announced to the Consistory his desire to retire as of June 30, 2008. Allen has graciously agreed to the Consistory’s request to extend his ministry among us through a transitional period of up to one year, as necessary.  We are very grateful for his willingness to do this.  In the meantime, a Music Transition Committee is up and running.  It consists of John Russo and Ken Chase (chairs), April Fisher, Lisa Headley, Barbara Hipkins, James Vanreusel and Albert Watson (members) and Ellen Alexander and Van Benedetti (expert members).  We will be attempting to implement applicable recommendations of the Envisioning Group, and would welcome suggestions about music.  While we want to retain a religious and classical core, we are open to suggestions (piece, composer or style) of other types to enhance our worship experience.

 

                                John Russo and Ken Chase, Co-Chairs 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY…
…is being led by Neil Margetson on Thursday evenings during Lent.   The remaining sessions are on March 6 and 13 from 7:00 to 8:15 in Room B.
LOOKING AHEAD…

Warwick Church Family Retreat: June 13 to June 15.

Have you ever seen Ken help a child fly a kite, play catch, or toss them in the air as giggles erupt, or seen their faces mesmerized by the camp fire as he teaches them about fire safety? If you haven’t, you should and if your grown child has had these experiences, come and see a new generation of children have the experiences. 

As always the number of rooms is limited so signing up early is highly recommended. Cost for the weekend is $200 per adult, children under 19 years old are free.
Those who cannot attend the entire weekend are welcome to join us for Saturday lunch and afternoon activities, swimming, volley ball, miniature golf, swings and slides and CAKE!  The picnic costs are $16 ages 4 to 12 and $20 ages 13 and upwards (there will be a separate sign up sheet for Saturday). We can’t provide transportation, but there are buses that stop in Warwick.  

OUR CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

· Jeanne Lane’s father, Hector “Pat” Patenaude,  died on February 2, 2008, in Plymouth Massachusetts.
· Jane Buyers Russo’s mother, Elsie Buyers, died in Pennsylvania on February 16.

· Sally Herbert’s mother Betty recently passed away in Boston, Massachusetts.
The church unites in sympathy for these bereaved households and prays for them the peace which is from above.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Food for Thought fellowship is continuing our discussion about God's Promises. Join us on Sunday, March 30, following worship in room 25.  Bring your lunch and your curiosity as we uncover some of the blessed promises given to us as believers.

