NEWSLETTER

for March, A.D. 2007

CONSISTORY

The local Consistory will meet on Tuesday, March 13 at 6:45 p.m.

CLUB FOR KIDS 

"Club is like a box of chocolates...you never know what you’re going to get."  Last week we played basketball and jackpot, but this week we might play kick the can and ping pong.  On Friday, March 2, we will be leaving promptly at 6:30 for Ice Skating at the Wollman Rink in Central Park. If you are a kid in Second through Eighth grades, join us each and every Friday in the church Parlor, for an evening of fellowship, fun, pizza and play. Club begins promptly at 6:00, ends promptly at 8:30.  Remember, you may always bring a friend. 

CLUB LATE NIGHT
"Club Late Night is like a bowl of cherries...it's a pits ending to a really fun evening!"  If you are in Seventh or Eighth grade, join us for regular Club at 6:00, and stay later on the first & last Friday each month.  (If the month has five Fridays, we throw in the middle Friday and pass the savings on to your parents.)  Come and spend some quality time with your church family and friends.  Club late night ends promptly at 10:00.  

WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held each Tuesday evening at 6:00 with the sanctuary being opened for quiet meditation at 5:30.

There will be a brief Communion service every Wednesday morning at 8:00.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and         …………...homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and                                            

     emotionally healing

     12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

WONDER HOUR

On March 4, Rick Dickens begins a three-week series at 9:45 a.m., presenting mind/body practices that he teaches.  March 4 - Breath/Insight Meditation; March 11 - Guided Imagery; and March 18 – Vibration / Drumming Techniques. These are practical techniques for calming oneself that can be used to help us deepen our spiritual journey.  Rick is a social worker who leads classes for cancer patients at Cancer Care.

The Wonder Hour will begin a two-week session on March 18, following up on questions and discussions raised in the February classes. Topics include: the characteristics of Jesus and his primary purpose on earth, and the meaning of the Apostle’s Creed and how it reconciles with present-day scientific understanding.
In April, Ken Gorsuch will lead a class on nonviolence.  

Jocelyn Camp will teach a unified class on Poems, Stories and Scripture in May.

For up-to-date information on Wonder Hour offerings go to http://calendar.mail.yahoo.com/weccwonderhr.
QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“…and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”   


                  - Micah 6:8

GUANTANAMO WATCH

The Guantanamo Watch will meet with the Pastor on Wednesday, March 28 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Education Center.

READING GROUP

The Reading Group will meet Friday, March 23 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Education Center.  The book we will be reading is "City of God" by E. L. Doctorow (the New York Public Library has 124 available copies).  Please call Kay Uyterlinde at 787-1285 or e-mail uyterlinde@hotmail.com to let her know if you are able to attend.

STEPHEN’S CORNER

The Stephen Ministers will meet on Saturday, March 31 at 1:00 p.m. and will continue their discussion about discerning and using spiritual gifts.
OUR ARTISTS AT WORK

The Hospitality Committee is planning theater trips:

Sunday, March 18 at 3:00 p.m. the performance of “Curtains” starring David Hyde Pierce and our own Debra Monk. Please sign up in the back of the sanctuary. The cost is $70.00  Please make checks payable to West End Collegiate Church to be received by March 11.  

THE NIBROC TRILOGY – Sunday April 15 

“Last Train To Nibroc”, “See Rock City” and “Gulf View Drive”.  The playwright is Beth Lincks a.k.a. Arlene Hutton. This is a wonderful opportunity to see all three plays in one day. A picnic supper will be served at the church between the second and third plays. Cost $65 per person. You will receive three separate tickets.


See Pat Whitsett for further details.

CHOIR SCHEDULE

The choir will sing in the service periodically between now and Easter. We are beginning our preparation of the Easter-tide music and invite all singers to participate in the volunteer choir.  We rehearse on Mondays in Room A from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. in the choir loft.

2007 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 


SAVE THE DATE of April 23 for a seminar sponsored by the Stewardship Committee. While the church is planning its future, we thought it important that as individuals we, too, plan ours.  Well-known elder care lawyer, author, and lecturer Peter Strauss has agreed to offer us an evening of his expertise. He plans to cover such topics as living wills, medical powers of attorney, estate planning, long-term health insurance, planned giving, reverse mortgages, trusts and other related topics.  We need to know in advance if you have any special issues you need to learn about.  We did this a few years ago and found it very informative and interesting, so the Stewardship Committee hopes you will mark your calendar for this special evening.

SAVE THE DATE

If you have ever taught or have expressed interest in teaching any of the Adult Wonder Hour Classes, the Children's Church School Classes, or the Children's Worship Programs, you will be receiving an invitation to join the Education Committee for dinner on Friday, April 20.  Details to follow.  Please see Julia Turner, Jane Russo, or Jim Sterner for more information.  Hiding your light under a bushel and hearing a still, small voice calling you forward?  Call Jim at the church office immediately. 

LOOKING AHEAD…

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

     Sunday, April 1 PALM SUNDAY

           10:15 Palm Walk and procession
                     into the sanctuary

           11:00 Worship

     Thursday, April 5 MAUNDY THURSDAY 
…………… at 7:30 p.m.

     Friday, April 6 GOOD FRIDAY at 12:00 Noon

     Sunday, April 8 EASTER SUNDAY at 11:00 a.m.

Warwick Church Congregational Retreat  June 22 – June 24  We will be using the book “Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts” by Kenneth C. Kinghorn.  Cost of the Retreat is $180.00 per person over 18 years old and includes a copy of the book.
AN INQUIRERS’ CLASS …
will begin on Sunday, March 4, at 9:45 a.m. and will continue for four consecutive weeks.  These classes are for people who are considering membership in West End Collegiate Church or are interested in learning more about our church and its traditions. We will be receiving new members on Palm Sunday, April 1.  If you have any questions please call or email Nancy Callender.

THE CHAPEL CHOIR OF HOPE COLLEGE

The Chapel Choir, the touring choral ensemble from Hope College in Holland, Michigan, will present a concert in our sanctuary on Sunday, March 18, at 3:00. The choir is composed of student musicians representing many areas of the college and is dedicated to the performance of the finest sacred and secular choral music of the past five centuries.  Under the direction of Brad Richman, the concert will include music composed by Dutch and Flemish composers, American choral music of this century and the last, and African American spirituals.  Please come and enjoy a concert given by one of the Reformed Colleges that we support annually with our benevolence.  
REMEMBER…

Daylight Savings Time begins on March 11.

Be sure to “spring ahead” one hour.
ENVISIONING UPDATE


The Task Force has written a brief report summarizing our envisioning retreat weekend. The report will be sent to all members and will also be posted on West End Collegiate Church's website. Continuing the work and recommendations from the congregation on January 5 and 7, the Task Force is pursuing additional projects: an internal demographic study of our congregation; an in-depth audit of all programs being offered at West End Collegiate Church; an analysis of our finances and giving patterns; and an assessment of our staff's ability to stretch to accommodate the additional work. The task force is busy and will keep you up to date as we go along.

 

GUIDING TASK FORCE
The Guiding Task Force will meet on Thursday, March 1, from 5-7 p.m. in the Education Center.
2007 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN NEEDS YOU!
 

Many thanks to all of you who make our ministry possible.  We are nearing our goal for this year's pledge campaign; but we still have a ways to go!  If you have not yet notified the church office of your pledge, please take a moment to call the office or send in your pledge form today.  If you need a form, you may get one from Karen, or pick one up at the back of the sanctuary any Sunday morning.  Here is a timely thought on giving:  "While generous giving does not protect us from the difficulties and vagaries of life, it does assure us of a deeper life.  As surely as Lent ends with Easter, so a life of giving ends with a  greater sense of satisfaction and greater joy."  (The Rt. Rev. Robert Ihloff, Episcopal Bishop of Maryland)






