NEWSLETTER

for July and August, A.D. 2007

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing   because he could do only a little.” 

                                                                                                                                  - Edmund Burke
CHOIR SCHEDULE

We look forward to the Fall (Allen says “bring your singing friends”).  Have a great summer! …and stay tuned for next season’s rehearsal schedule in the September Newsletter.

BUILDING CLOSED

The church office will be closed on July 4 in observance of Independence Day.

WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Our weekday services, Tuesday Vespers and Wednesday Communion, will be suspended in July and August, resuming in September.
CLUB FOR KIDS & CLUB LATE NIGHT 
 

Summer is here and our kids are on holiday. Club for Kids and Club Late Night will return on Friday, October 5, at 6:00 p.m. in the Church Parlor.  If you can't wait three whole months for the return of Club, join us the week of August 27 for Vacation Bible School. 

  
SUMMER YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT

Seven of our young people and three adults are currently registered to do service work at the Warwick Conference Center, August 21 to 24.  Others can still register and should contact Ken Gorsuch with questions and to obtain additional information.

PASTORAL CARE

Ken Gorsuch will be away for a total of four weeks during July and August.  Those seeking care during his absence can contact the Elders and Deacons directly or through the church office.  
SUMMER CONSTRUCTION

The Worship Center above the Parlor will be beautifully recreated according to plans presented to the congregation and which are posted.  And we will be adding air-conditioning to the sanctuary and Education Center.  These projects will wonderfully enhance our gathering spaces.

BIBLE STUDY

The 3:00 p.m. Thursday Bible study will continue through July, co-led by Kathleen Bratton and Leslie Thomas.  All are welcome; no prior experience is necessary.  Contact the co-leaders or the church office for further information.  

WONDER HOUR 

Wonder Hour classes for adults will continue Sundays through July from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., meeting in Room 25 at the Collegiate School, accessible via the Chapel. We have three remarkable series to look forward to before we adjourn in August:  July 1, Bob Smith will lead Scriptural discussions in the format he used so successfully last year, i.e. "What I Heard from the Kids."  The perspective he carried over prompted some excellent discussion among the adults. We go on learning from the younger generations. 


July 8 and 15, we will consider "The Good Shepherd and His Dog," a discussion of environmental imagery in art, under the leadership of Dr. Susan P. Bratton.  In addition to being Chair of the Environmental Studies Department at Baylor University, Dr. Bratton is Kathleen Bratton's sister. Her first session will focus on early church art, and her second on art of the Dutch Reformed Church. 

July 22 and 29, we will focus on the first European church as Jim Sterner guides us in studying Paul's ministry to the Philippians, using texts from Acts and Philippians.  

 
We will reconvene for the new season on September 16 when Dr. David Carr, Professor of Old Testament at Union Theological Seminary, will speak to the unified class on the powerful messages in the three sections of Isaiah. Dr. Carr illuminates the meaning of these texts for the people of Israel at three pivotal times in its history, as well as for us. Come join us in the Chapel for the start of this new year.  
If you have a question or idea you would like us to explore, or someone you would like to hear, let us know.  Please contact Jane Russo, Madie Ivy Head, Julia Turner, Jim Sterner or Ken Gorsuch. 

OUR FAMILY NEWS
June 30 was the last day of MaryVirginia Brooks’s year with us as staff Ministry Associate.  We were happy to see her ordained this spring.  On August 1, she begins ministry at the Fort Washington Collegiate Church. MaryVirginia is our guest preacher on July 8 and 15.

We heartily thank Jo Weiss for her service to the West End Consistory and for her faithful representation of West End on the financial planning committee of the full consistory. We are grateful for her four years as a Deacon. We will be selecting a new Deacon in the fall.
Lynne Francis and Caity Johnson (Lynne’s daughter) are both to begin work at Smith College.  Since they will now be closer to New York, they hope to get to worship at West End occasionally. 

The local Consistory has supported Julia Turner’s application to “Come Under Care” of the Classis of New York as a candidate for ordination as Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the Reformed Church in America.  This process will supervise Julia through her seminary studies, interviews, exams and other forms of assessment and support, leading towards ordination.  Julia is presently in the Master of Divinity degree program at Union Theological Seminary.

OUR ARTISTS AT WORK

Michael Hajek will sing the role of Sciarrone in Puccini’s TOSCA for the New York Grand Opera at the Naumberg Bandshell in Central Park (72 Street, mid-Park) on August 1, 7:30 p.m.: FREE PERFORMANCE!

READING GROUP

The next meeting of the reading group will be Friday, September 7, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss "Who Wrote the New Testament?" by Burton Mack. If you have questions, please contact Kay Uyterlinde at uyterlinde@hotmail.com or call 787-1285.

ENVISIONING

This summer the Guiding Task Force will incorporate your suggestions, comments, and concerns regarding the envisioning process, and will continue work on a three-year plan for West End.  Stay tuned for further information.

NEW STAFF POSITIONS AT WEST END  

The church staff and Consistory are beginning a search for a staff person to cover some administrative and program needs.  This new position is for a spiritually-centered person who will work with the membership development committee, help coordinate and administer small group ministries, and engage congregants in the development of their spiritual gifts through various volunteer activities.  We are also seeking a person to develop the teenagers group with special emphasis on music.  Job descriptions are in process.  If you know of someone whose qualifications may fit these needs, please contact the church office for further information.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Our fifth annual Vacation Bible School for first through eighth graders will be the week of August 27 from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Church Parlor and Chapel. Vacation Bible School is a unique performing arts-oriented camp where a new Bible story is learned each day. Through the five-day curriculum, children learn story telling, singing, drama, dance, and arts and crafts.  We also enjoy recreational games in our neighborhood parks. A morning snack and lunch are provided, as well as all Vacation Bible School supplies.  Call Jim Sterner at the church office to save your child's spot for what many of our kids call "the most fun I have all summer."  

THE HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE

The Hospitality Committee gratefully thanks all who participated in the West End Collegiate Church Family events and theater outings this year. We hope through these programs your love of God and of your fellow members is enriched. Our first event in September, hosted by Christa Scott-Reed, is “Poetry Reading – Poems on Peace and Non-Violence.” This theme is paramount in our everyday lives.  Use this summer to find poems that you can read at the Welcome Back Luncheon (date to be determined).  

CHILDCARE …HEY, WHERE'S ARLENE? 
Childcare with Arlene Davey during the Worship Hour will continue through the summer in Room 21 in the Collegiate School building, adjacent to the Chapel.  She and the children will be “hiding out” there during the renovation of our Worship Center.  

 
SERVICE PROGRAMS
Saturday Center continues through July and resumes on September 8.  
 

Tuesday Supper Center will continue through July and will resume on September 4.   

July is always a great month to join our incredible team of volunteers who serve over 100 guests.  If you would like to help serve Tuesday Supper Center and/or Saturday Center in July, contact Jim Sterner or Gonda Hernandez.

YOGA

Yoga has been suspended for the months of July and August, resuming in September.

DID YOU KNOW…

…the two chancel windows the congregation faces in the sanctuary depict majestic landscapes without human figures:  one is a seascape with the inscription “The Sea Is His and He Made It”, and the other a view of mountains with the inscription, also from the 95th Psalm, “The Strength of the Hills Is His Also”.
