NEWSLETTER

for January, A.D. 2007

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“The test of our progress is not whether we add more to 

..the abundance of those who have much, it is whether we  ..provide enough for those who have too little.” 

-Franklin D. Roosevelt 

CONSISTORY

The local Consistory will meet on Tuesday, January 16 at 6:45 p.m.

TWO SPECIAL DAYS IN JANUARY – ENVISIONING

If you have reserved for the catered dinner and program on Friday evening, January 5, 2007, you’ll be a participant in the first stages of the weekend of envisioning.  If you are not able to join us then, be sure to come Sunday, January 7, 2007 (no reservations required) as we continue our planning to look at the many ways that we can share our wonderful community with others.  
DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that we received thirty-two new members in 2006?  This is a hopeful sign for our desire to share the joy.

HOLIDAY

The Church Office and programs will be closed on Monday, January 1, New Year’s Day and on Monday, January 15, Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held each Tuesday evening at 6:00 with the sanctuary being opened for quiet meditation at 5:30.

There will be a brief Communion service every Wednesday morning at 8:00.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and                                            

     emotionally healing

     12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

WONDER HOUR

Wonder Hour launches 2007 with a new series!  Beginning January 14, Bob Callender will lead a unified class on Religion and Science.  We will meet in the chapel at 9:45.  Following that three-week series, we will be led in February by our pastors, Ken Gorsuch and Nancy Callender, in a 4-week series on our Reformed Church—What we believe, what we say, what we do—and why. 

For up-to-date information on Wonder Hour offerings go to http://calendar.mail.yahoo.com/weccwonderhr

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Food for Thought will resume on Sunday, January 14.  This is an after worship lunch and discussion group. Contact April Fisher for details.
GUANTANAMO WATCH

The Guantanamo Watch will meet with the Pastor on Wednesday, January 24 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The security, well-being, and exalted values of our country come to focus in this center.  It is worth our careful attention.

READING GROUP

The Reading Group’s next meeting will be Friday, January 26, 2007, at 7 pm in the Education Center.  The January book is All Hallow's Eve by Charles Williams.  
The February meeting will be on Friday, February 23 to discuss The Cave of John the Baptist by Shimon Gibson.
Dessert will be served.

If you have questions, please contact Kay Uyterlinde at uyterlinde@hotmail.com or call 787-1285.

NOTES FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILY

MaryVirginia Brooks is pleased to invite everyone at West End to her ordination as Minister of Word and Sacrament.  The date is Sunday, February 11 at 3:30 p.m. at Middle Collegiate Church, on 2nd Avenue at 7th Street.  She writes, "West End has been instrumental in my pastoral formation.  I hold you all in my heart and hope that you can join me for this joyful celebration. My ordination is as much about what you have done to support my ministry as it is a marker in my journey to serve and bare witness to God's love."

The Church family unites in sympathy to Lisa Headley, whose father recently passed from this life.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP 

A bereavement group is in formation and expects to have its first meeting on Wednesday, January 17, from 6-7:30. Those interested should be in touch with Rick Dickens, or let your interest be known to Ken Gorsuch, Kim Yancey-Moore, or Anne Todd.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE

SERVICE TRIP IN THE GULF COAST REGION.  Our brothers and sisters at Middle Collegiate Church have invited us to join them and others in service to the Gulf Coast in New Orleans and Mississippi, March 20 through March 24, 2007.  Registration forms and an explanatory letter are available at the back of the sanctuary.

MIAMI, FLORIDA CHURCH REPAIR. Work sessions for a church damaged in hurricanes Katrina and Wilma will be for portions of February 10 to 26 under the supervision of Paul Nulton, RCA Coordinator of Volunteers.  See the back bulletin board for details.
CHURCH SCHOOL & HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
There will be no Church School, Young Disciples, Young- Young Disciples, or Children and Worship on January 7.  The Church School and Worship Programs for the children will resume on January 14.  The Church School for Children is from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. and the Worship Programs commence immediately after the Children's Message during worship.  We are always looking for volunteers to serve as special greeters for our three worship programs.  If you feel called to be a special greeter, please sign up at the back of the sanctuary.  
 
OUR ARTISTS AT WORK

The Hospitality Committee will offer three theater trips:

       COMPANY– January/February Date TBA

Musical Supervisor and Orchestrations – 

Mary-Mitchell Campbell / Music by Stephen Sondheim

       CURTAINS– Musical Comedy – March Date TBA   

              Debra Monk - Actress      

       THE NIBROC TRILOGY – Sunday April 15 

LAST TRAIN TO NIBROC, SEE ROCK CITY and GULF VIEW DRIVE   Playwright - Beth Lincks a.k.a. Arlene Hutton. This is a wonderful opportunity to see all three plays in one day. A Picnic Supper will be served at the church between the second and third plays. Cost $70 per person. You will receive 3 separate tickets.

LOOKING AHEAD…

      

Warwick Church Family Retreat: June 22 to June 24
Bread for the World will meet next on Tuesday, February 6, from 7:30 to 8:30.

CHOIR SCHEDULE

The Choir will sing the celebration of Epiphany on January 7 at 11:00 a.m. (rehearsing from 9:00 to 9:45).  We will be singing THE FEAST OF THE STAR by Harold Friedell. Rehearsals will resume for the volunteer choir on Monday, January 8 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  There is NO rehearsal on Monday, January 15, however, there will be a concert given by Joshua Nelson, a black gospel cantor at the Steven Wise Free Synagogue.  The Prince of Kosher Gospel, Joshua Nelson, with his chorus and band join Cantor Singer and members of the SWFS adult choir and other Synagogue volunteer choirs to perform a most exciting program.  Our choir has been invited to participate in this.  If interested, please contact Allen Sever regarding details.  Our choir is also invited to sing again on Sunday, January 28 in the 2:00 p.m. Sacred Music Series Concert: “FREE AT LAST, FREE AT LAST – Songs of Freedom for the Free Synagogue.”

REMEMBER
January 14th is “BRING A FRIEND” Sunday!







