NEWSLETTER

for January, A.D. 2008

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“There is a destiny that makes us brothers; None goes   ..his.way alone; All that we send into the lives of others, ..Comes back into our own.” 

-Edwin Markham 

CONSISTORY

The local Consistory will meet on Tuesday, January 15 at 6:45 p.m.

CHOIR SCHEDULE

The Choir will sing the celebration of Epiphany on January 6 at 11:00 a.m. (rehearsing from 9:00 to 9:45 that morning). Monday night rehearsals will resume for the volunteer choir on January 7 from 7:00 to 9:00. There is NO rehearsal on Monday, January 21, Martin Luther King Day.
HOLIDAYS
The Church Office will be closed on Tuesday, January 1, New Year’s Day and on Monday, January 21, Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held each Tuesday evening 
at 6:00 with the sanctuary being opened for quiet meditation at 5:30. (no service on January 1)
There will be a brief Communion Service every Wednesday morning at 8:00.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and …………...homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally 
……………and emotionally healing

     .12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

2008 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN
As this Newsletter went to press, we had received eighty-five pledges totaling more than $178,000.  This means we are considerably short of our goal of 100% participation, and in need of the help of every member and friend to achieve it.  Your pledge, large or small, is very important.  If you have not yet made it, please do so now.  You may pick up a form from the back table any Sunday morning.  If you prefer to pledge by phone or e-mail, call Karen at the church office, 787-1566, or e-mail churchoffice@westendchurch.org  

WONDER HOUR

Adult Wonder Hour is on Sunday mornings from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.
Sunday, January 13 and continuing on January 20 we will offer “A Slave No More: Narratives of Emancipation”, with David Blight. Professor David W. Blight, a preeminent scholar of the history and legacy of the American Civil War, is Director of the Gilder-Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance and Abolition. The Class of 1954 Professor of American History, Dr. Blight joined the Yale faculty in 2002. He has earned a multitude of honors and awards for his work examining how the nation's "peculiar institution" and its bloodiest war to end it shaped the country's history and identity. Blight's first major book, Frederick Douglass's Civil War (1989), helped to establish his reputation as an outstanding authority on the period. Published to critical acclaim in 2001, his seminal Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory garnered many of the top awards bestowed on American historians. These include the Frederick Douglass Prize, the Lincoln Prize, three awards from the Organization of American Historians and the Bancroft Prize. Race and Reunion explores how, in the interest of reunification, the country ignored the racist underpinnings of the war, leaving an intractable legacy of racial conflict. 
Beginning on January 27, Dr. Norman Kansfield  will begin a four-week series on “Reformed Church Theology: What We Believe and Why”.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Food for Thought will meet on Sunday, January 27.  This is an after-worship lunch and discussion group.  Questions? Ask April Fisher.
INTRODUCING NEW STAFF

Tim Mathis is our new Director of Youth Music. Tim has already been at work preparing our young people for the music in the Christmas Eve Pageant. He also composed a piece for the event: Really Christmas. Tim is with us part-time, mostly on weekends. His weekday work is at the Auburn Theological Seminary, as Office Coordinator for Special Events. Tim comes from a background in musical theatre and Shakespeare. His B.A. is from Loyola University, and he studied Classical Theatre at Pace University. We welcome him and look for his leadership this year in building a youth group at the West End Collegiate Church

NOTES FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILY

DEATHS:

· Mabel Lockwood passed from this life on December 7.  The church family is her family in New York. A memorial service will be announced.

· John Callender passed from this life on December 21. The congregation unites in sympathy to Bob and Nancy Callender and to their sons Sean, Jamie and David. A memorial service was held on December 29 at West End Collegiate Church.

· Gonda Hernandez passed from this life on December 22. The congregation unites in sympathy to Gonda’s surviving children, Vivian, Louis, and Diane. A memorial service will be held on Sunday afternoon, January 27 at 2:00 in the West End Collegiate Church sanctuary.
· Tony Heard passed from this life on Friday, December 28.  Tony had been a member of this congregation since 1943 and had served as Deacon, Elder and Treasurer for many years before his retirement in 1992.  The congregation unites in sympathy to Phyllis and to their children, Anthony and Elizabeth.

BIRTHS:

· Congratulations to Lynne Francis, who became a grandmother with the birth of Sydney Dey Boatright on November 29 to Lynne’s son Kirk and Christi in San Antonio, Texas.

CHURCH SCHOOL & HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
There will be no Church School, Young Disciples, or Children and Worship on January 6.  The Church School and Worship Programs for the children will resume on January 13.  The Church School for Children is from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. and the Worship Programs commence immediately after the Children's Message during worship.  We are always looking for volunteers to serve as special greeters for our three worship programs.  If you feel called to be a special greeter, please sign up at the back of the sanctuary.  

 
LOOKING AHEAD…

      

Warwick Church Family Retreat: June 13 to June 15

