NEWSLETTER

for February, A.D. 2008

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“Do something for somebody every day for which you do ..not get paid."  
 - Albert Schweitzer
HOLIDAYS

The Church Office and programs will be closed on Monday, February 18 in observance of Presidents’ Day.
CHOIR SCHEDULE

The choir will continue to sing in worship from time to time between now and Easter.  We are beginning our preparation of the Easter-tide music and invite all singers to participate in the volunteer choir.  We meet on Mondays in Room A from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (but not on February 18, Presidents’ Day) and Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 9:45 in the choir loft.

WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held each Tuesday evening 

at 6:00 with the sanctuary being opened for quiet meditation at 5:30.

There will be a brief Communion Service every Wednesday morning at 8:00.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and                                            

     emotionally healing

     12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

WONDER HOUR

We welcome Dr. Norman Kansfield back to teach us theology from the perspective of our Reformed Church in America. This is an expanded discussion that we began last year with Ken Gorsuch. Dr. Kansfield will lead a four-part series entitled "Our Lovers' Quarrel: a Four-Part Series on the Creeds and Confessions of the Reformed Church in America." We are very fortunate to have Norm lead us in loving exploration of these topics; he was formerly Professor of Sacred Theology and President of New Brunswick Seminary, and currently is Senior Scholar in Residence at Drew University. 

Susan Sgarlat will complete our exploration at the end of February with a presentation on the Belhar Confession. This confession has recently been provisionally adopted by the Reformed Church. Susan will talk to us about the issues the Belhar Confession addresses and its implications for our faith.
These discussions will take place in room 25 on Sunday mornings from 9:45 to 10:45.

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 

February 5 at 7:00p.m.

Turn your day upside down by having breakfast for supper. Join us for delicious pancakes, fruit, nut toppings, real maple syrup, breakfast sausages and by popular demand, a variety of mustards. If you’d like to get some exercise flipping pancakes, speak with Pat Whitsett to volunteer.   

ASH WEDNESDAY ON FEBRUARY 6

Communion at 8:00 a.m. (ashes available)
Agape Meal at 6:00 p.m.

Service at 7:30 p.m.
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Food for Thought will meet on Sunday, February 24.  Bring your lunch to Room 25 and join us for some lively discussion. Speak to April Fisher for details.
OUR ARTISTS AT WORK

Maya Gottfried has a new book. “My second children's book with illustrator Robert Rahway Zakanitch, Good Dog, is now out in *paperback*, making me a paperback writer".  There's a podcast review of the book here:  http://www.justonemorebook.com/2008/01/18/straight-from-the-pooches-mouths-good-dog/ ;  secondly, there's an edited line from one of the poems in Good Dog in the new book Animal House which has foldy things and other fun paper tricks for those who tire easily. 

LOOKING AHEAD…

      

Warwick Church Family Retreat: June 13 to June 15.

Have you ever seen Ken help a child fly a kite, play catch, or toss them in the air as giggles erupt, or seen their faces mesmerized by the camp fire as he teaches them about fire safety? If you haven’t, you should and if your grown child has had these experiences, come and see a new generation of children have the experiences. 

As always the number of rooms is limited so signing up early is highly recommended.

Those who cannot attend the entire weekend are welcome to join us for Saturday lunch and afternoon activities, swimming, volley ball, miniature golf, swings and slides and CAKE!  The picnic costs are $16 ages 4 to 12 and $20 ages 13 and upwards (there will be a separate sign up sheet for Saturday). We can’t provide transportation, but there are buses that stop in Warwick.  

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

     Sunday, March 16 PALM SUNDAY

           10:15 Palm Walk and procession

                     into the sanctuary

           11:00 Worship

     Thursday, March 20 MAUNDY THURSDAY 

…………… at 7:30 p.m.

     Friday, March 21 GOOD FRIDAY at 12:00 Noon         ….Saturday, March 22 EASTER VIGIL 8:00 to 10 p.m.

     Sunday, March 23 EASTER SUNDAY at 11:00 a.m.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

There are opportunities for memorial flowers in the coming months.  If you would like to give flowers for Sunday worship in memory of a loved one or in celebration of a happy event, please e-mail or call Karen at the church office, churchoffice@westendchurch.org or 212-787-1566.
 
GULF COAST TASK FORCE

Sunday, February 3 from 10 to 11 in Room A/B in the Education Center, Gwen Brown will present a slide show and talk about her experience on the Collegiate Church mission trip to New Orleans last year.

 

The trip in April 2008 will include new ways to get involved. The Collegiate Churches have 35 people signed up and ready to go! We still have 12 slots available.  If you have not signed up, please consider doing so.  Invite your friends and family. The cost is $700 (we need a $300 deposit by February 15). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask Natalie Runyon at 212-477-0666 or by email at nrunyon@middlechurch.org Applications are available in the clock kiosk at the back of the sanctuary. 

SEEKING A NEW PLAYSCHOOL DIRECTOR 

West End Collegiate Church Playschool is seeking a new director for the school year 2008-09.  A search committee, headed by Katherine Charapko, has representation from both the church and Playschool communities.  An ad has appeared in the New York Times.  To apply, write to the church office or send a cover letter and resume to PlayschoolDirectorSearch@westendchurch.org. 

INTERIM MINISTER SEARCH COMMITTEE

The Interim Minister Search Committee is now complete with the five following members: Betty Brummett; Madie Ivy Head; Doug Mastin, chair; Bob Smith; and Julia Turner. The congregation may forward suggestions to any of the members on this committee. “Please keep our search in your prayers, as we clarify how best to proceed.”- DM

CONSISTORY NEWS

· LOCAL CONSISTORY will meet on Tuesday, February 12 at 6:45.

· The Consistory has approved the report of the Envisioning Guiding Task Group and has circulated it to the congregation for reading and response.

· We will ordain and install Steve Cambor as Deacon on February 10.  Steve has been a part of the congregation for seven years and a member for five years.  Steve is Executive Director, Morgan Stanley Global Wealth Management – Information Technology.  Steve has taught in our Church School and has served as Chair of our Stewardship Committee.

· The full Consistory will install The Reverend Bob Chase as Founding Director and Senior Minister for Intersections on Sunday afternoon, February 24 at the American Museum of Natural History.  See the bulletin board for a display of the participants.

