NEWSLETTER

for February, A.D. 2007

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“With malice toward none; with charity for all..."  
 - Abraham Lincoln, 1865
A VERY SPECIAL DAY IN FEBRUARY

Ordination of MaryVirginia Brooks
to the

Ministry of Word and Sacrament

in the Reformed Church in America

Sunday, February 11, 2007 at 3:30 p.m.
Middle Collegiate Church

Second Avenue at East 7th Street

New York, NY 10003

Reception to follow

SERVICE PROGRAMS
Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and                                            

     emotionally healing

     12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

WONDER HOUR

Wonder Hour of Adult Education will continue to meet each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. Our February series will be taught by Nancy Callender and Ken Gorsuch, exploring our heritage in the Reformed Church in America:

February  4  History: How we got here. Nancy Callender 

February 11 Theology: What We Believe. Nancy Callender

February 18 Organization: How we make decisions discerning the counsel of the Holy Spirit. Ken Gorsuch

February 25 Worship: The form of our prayer and praise.            Ken Gorsuch
For up-to-date information on Wonder Hour offerings go to http://calendar.mail.yahoo.com/weccwonderhr.
OUR AFTER-WORSHIP LUNCHES

Our After-Worship Lunches have developed into excellent, full meals. The requested donation, beginning in February, will increase to $5.00 per individual with a maximum of $10.00 per family. It will remain one of the West Side’s greatest bargains, and it is a wonderful way to be together informally with church friends.
CONSISTORY

The local Consistory will meet on Tuesday, February 13 at 6:45 p.m.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Food for Thought will meet on Sunday, February 4. We will be studying the week's scriptures and sharing our thoughts on the sermon topic.  Bring your lunch to Room 
25 and join us for some lively discussion. Speak to April Fisher for details.
GUANTANAMO WATCH

The Guantanamo Watch will meet with the Pastor on Wednesday, February 28 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. There is much in the news this month.  We will learn the latest developments and provide time to write letters.

BREAD FOR THE WORLD

Bread for the World will convene with the leadership of Judith Gorsuch on Tuesday, February 6 from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
READING GROUP

The Reading Group’s next meeting will be Friday, February 23 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the education center to discuss The Cave of John the Baptist by Shimon Gibson.                Dessert will be served.

If you have questions, please e-mail Kay Uyterlinde at uyterlinde@hotmail.com or call 787-1285.

NOTES FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILY

A daughter, Piper, was born to Ethan Gorsuch and Jennifer Samataro, January 17, 2007, 6 pounds 11 ounces.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP 

A bereavement group began in January.  If you have lost someone in the last year or two and would like to explore joining this group, please speak to Rick Dickens, Kim Yancey Moore, Anne Todd, or Ken Gorsuch.  This group will be receiving new members for a short time.

HOME GROUPS FORMING

Are you willing to host a small group topic discussion in your home, for 6 to 8 folks, running 3 to 4 weeks?  
MaryVirginia is scheduling several groups for this spring. Please let her know if your home is available.  The first groups, starting soon, are "Digital Word, A You Tube Think Tank" and "MINGLE, Managing and Single in the city."  See flyers at church for more detail.

MID-WEEK, MID-AFTERNOON BIBLE FOR FUN

Starting on February 1, Nancy Callender will lead a small group in sharing, prayer, and Bible reading.  We will meet at the Church on Thursday afternoons at 3:00 p.m.  We will read the stories of the Bible and consider the ways in which they may relate to our own stories and our everyday life.  No preparation is required; just bring yourself and your readiness to learn and share.

 
ANNUAL SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 

February 20 at 7:00p.m.

Turn your day upside down by having breakfast for supper. Join us for delicious pancakes, fruit, nut toppings, real maple syrup, breakfast sausages and by popular demand a variety of mustards. If you’d like to get some exercise flipping pancakes contact Pat Whitsett to volunteer.   

STEPHEN’S CORNER

The Stephen Ministers will meet on Saturday, February 10, at 1:00 p.m. in the Education Center.
OUR ARTISTS AT WORK

On the afternoon of February 4, The Renaissance Street Singers, of whom Cynthia Parker is one, will present "Sacred Music from the Golden Age of Polyphony" at 2:00 p.m. in our sanctuary.  The program will feature the music of English composers of the Renaissance, including John Dunstable, William Byrd and Thomas Tallis.  Lovers of 15th and 16th century music will not want to miss this concert, which is offered free of charge. 

Sunday, February 25, after lunch, Elizabeth Winthrop will provide a historic overview of the photo of Addie taken by Lewis Hines which inspired her book “Counting on Grace”.  She will share her search for the real life Addie. The book has been selected as the statewide community reading book in Vermont for 2007. Elizabeth will be happy to sign any of her books that you bring that day. Families with kids and their friends are encouraged to attend. 

The Hospitality Committee will offer theater trips:

CURTAINS– A Musical Comedy – Sunday, March 18, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. starring Debra Monk and David Hyde Pierce. Tickets are available soon.             
THE NIBROC TRILOGY – Sunday April 15 

LAST TRAIN TO NIBROC, SEE ROCK CITY and GULF VIEW DRIVE   Playwright - Beth Lincks a.k.a. Arlene Hutton. This is a wonderful opportunity to see all three plays in one day. A Picnic Supper will be served at the church between the second and third plays. Cost $65 per person. You will receive 3 separate tickets.


[See Pat Whitsett for further details.]

LOOKING AHEAD…

      

On Sunday, March 18, we will be hosting the Hope College Chapel Choir who will be offering a concert at 3:00 p.m.  Mark your calendars for this special event.
Warwick Church Family Retreat: “Finding your Spiritual Gifts” from June 22 to June 24.   
CHOIR SCHEDULE

The choir will continue to sing periodically between now and Easter.  We are beginning our preparation of the Easter-tide music and invite all singers to participate in the volunteer choir.  We meet on Mondays in Room A from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in the choir loft.

2007 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN NEARS GOAL

Many thanks to those who have brought this year's pledge campaign to within $15,000 of our goal.  Your generosity makes possible so many of the wonderful aspects of our ministry together.  Please know that every contribution, no matter the amount, is a spiritual act of thanksgiving for
God's blessings.  If you have not yet returned your pledge form, please take a moment to reflect on God's gifts in your life, and make a pledge today. Please call or e-mail the church office if you need a pledge form or have any questions about this year's pledge campaign.
AN INQUIRER’S CLASS …
will begin on Sunday, March 4, before church and will run for four consecutive weeks.  These classes are for people who are considering membership at West End Collegiate Church or are interested in learning more about our church and its traditions. We will be receiving new members on Palm Sunday, April 1, 2007.  If you have any questions please call or write Nancy Callender.







