NEWSLETTER

for April, A.D. 2008
QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“To understand the heart and mind of a person, look not at ..what he has already achieved, but at what he aspires to.”                                 

-Kahlil Gibran
CONSISTORY

The full Consistory will meet on Monday, April 7 at 6:00 p.m. at the Marble Collegiate Church.
The local Consistory will meet on Tuesday, April 15 at 6:45 p.m.

CHOIR SCHEDULE

We will rehearse on Mondays, in Room A from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. The choir is preparing music to sing in the services for Sunday after the Ascension on May 4, Pentecost on May 11 and Trinity Sunday on May 18.
WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held each Tuesday evening at 6:00 with the sanctuary being opened for quiet meditation at 5:30.

There will be a brief Communion service every Wednesday morning at 8:00.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and         …………...homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and                                            

     emotionally healing

     12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

WONDER HOUR

The Adult Wonder Hour meets Sunday mornings from 9:45 to 10:45.

On April 6 we will begin a 3-week series to study the prayer of Mother Teresa led by Rick Dickens and Julia Turner. 
"The fruit of silence is prayer.  
The fruit of prayer is faith. 
The fruit of faith is love.
The fruit of love is service.
The fruit of service is peace."

We will be meeting in Room 25.
On the last Sunday in April we start "The Bible in Poetry and Prose" with Jocelyn Camp.
INVITATION TO CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

The Inquirers’ Class: Priscilla Shanks Chattah, a member of our Great Consistory, will lead these classes at 9:45 on Sunday mornings April 6, 13, and 20. 

LOOKING AHEAD…

Congregational Retreat at Warwick: June 13 to June 15.

Have you ever seen Ken help a child fly a kite, play catch, or toss them in the air as giggles erupt, or seen their faces mesmerized by the campfire as he teaches them about fire safety? If you haven’t, you should and if your grown child has had these experiences, come and see a new generation of children have the experiences. 

As always the number of rooms is limited so signing up early is highly recommended. Cost for the weekend is $200 per adult, children under 19 years old are free.

Those who cannot attend the entire weekend are welcome to join us for Saturday lunch and afternoon activities, swimming, volleyball, miniature golf, swings and slides and CAKE!  The picnic costs are $16 ages 4 to 12 and $20 ages 13 and upwards (there will be a separate sign up sheet for Saturday). We can’t provide transportation, but there are buses that stop in Warwick.  
HELP THE IRAQI CHILDREN: SHOES NEEDED

Andrea Huguenin’s godchild is a U.S. soldier serving in Iraq.  She has told Andrea that the children in Iraq are in great need of shoes.  West End Collegiate Church would like to send shoes to these children, but we need your help.  We are collecting children’s shoes, mixed sizes and types, new and/or gently used.  Please bring them to the church and we will ship them to an APO box.  If you don’t have shoes to send, but wish to participate, please send a modest contribution to help with the postage.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Food for Thought will meet Sunday, April 27 after worship. We are a small but lively group who meet over lunch in Room 25 for fellowship and discussion.  All are invited.  We have been talking about promises found in the Bible and what they mean to us in our lives. Questions? Ask April Fisher jandofish@embarqmail.com.
OUR CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

There will be a Memorial Service for Tony Heard on Thursday, April 3 at 4:00 p.m.
There will be a Memorial Service for Mabel Lockwood on Sunday, April 20 at 2:00 p.m.

CRIME VICTIMS’ CANDLELIGHT VIGIL

In recognition of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, West End Collegiate Church and Pastor Ken Gorsuch will again host New York City’s Annual Crime Victims’ Candlelight Vigil on Sunday, April 13 from 2:00 to 4:00. This event is sponsored by the New York State Office of the Attorney General and the Downstate Coalition for Crime Victims of New York State. This year the theme is “Remembrance and Renewal”.

Each year this Vigil brings hundreds of people from throughout our city to fill our beautiful sanctuary with their moving and uplifting testimony for social justice and praise for the strength of our human spirit. This year, talented teens from the Frank Sinatra Choir and NiteStar will perform, along with Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Finalist Bass Baritone, Donovan Singletary, bagpipe bands, Evangeline Benedetti and Allen Sever.  

Please join our brothers and sisters for this moving and very special ceremony. Childcare is available during the service, and refreshments will be served after the Vigil.  

INTERSECTIONS UPCOMING EVENT

“Walk a Mile in My Shoes:  Transforming Consciousness/ Role Reversal and Bringing Forth Our Natural Altruism”: At our core we experience deep stirrings of altruism and connectedness with others, especially those who are different from us. Join us for this event on Friday, April 18 from 5:45 to 8:00 p.m. at the Intersections office:  274 Fifth Ave. (at 29th Street) www.intersectionsinternational.org.
FAMILY QUILT 

The West End Collegiate Church Family Quilt is nearing completion.  Please hand in your quilt square to either Kathleen Bratton or Patricia Whitsett by April 15. If you cannot complete your square, we will be glad to assist you. If you are new to West End Collegiate Church and would like to contribute a square to our quilt, please see Kathleen or Patricia.

THE WEST END COLLEGIATE CHURCH PLAYSCHOOL
The Playschool will be hosting a talk by Dr. Jennifer Trachtenberg, M.D. based on her book, Good Kids, Bad Habits: The Real Age Guide to Raising Healthy Children, on Thursday, April 10, at 6:00 p.m. Playschool parents and Church members are invited to attend. There will be a question and answer period at the end of the evening.  Please RSVP to Sangeeta at 212 787-1566 or email her at sangeeta@westendchurch.org.







