NEWSLETTER

for April, A.D. 2007

WEEKDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Vesper Prayer Services are held each Tuesday evening at 6:00 with the sanctuary being opened for quiet meditation at 5:30.

There will be a brief Communion service every Wednesday morning at 8:00.

SERVICE PROGRAMS
Tuesdays - SUPPER CENTER for the hungry and         …………...homeless

                   4:00 p.m. – Bible Study

                   4:30 p.m. – Supper

Saturdays - SATURDAY CENTER for the mentally and                                            

     emotionally healing

     12 Noon to 3:00 p.m.

TUTORING  

Our tutors continue to work in our after-school program, helping children with reading needs.  We are grateful to all those who have spent time training and now are giving their time to assist in this program.

CLUB FOR KIDS 

Last week we played basketball and jackpot, but this week we might play kick the can and ping pong. If you are a kid in Second through Eighth grades, join us each and every Friday in the church Parlor, for an evening of fellowship, fun, pizza and play. Club begins promptly at 6:00, ends promptly at 8:30. Remember, you may always bring a friend. 

CLUB LATE NIGHT
If you are in Seventh or Eighth grade, join us for regular Club at 6:00, and stay later on the first & last Friday each month.  (If the month has five Fridays, we throw in the middle Friday and pass the savings on to your parents.)  Come and spend some quality time with your church family and friends. Club late night ends promptly at 10:00.  

WONDER HOUR

Bob Callender will lead his second discussion on Science and Religion on April 8. As a resource, the group will draw on The Language of God by Francis Collins.  Questions?  See Julia Turner, Bob Callender, or Nancy Callender.  Participants are welcome, whether or not you were able to read the book or attend Bob's classes in January.

April 1 and 15 - Our Theology/Our History:  Nancy Callender’s review of the Reformed Church’s journey to our present faith raised questions with which the church has engaged for years and which are still important to us. What, if anything, can we do to achieve our own salvation?  What is Jesus’ most important characteristic; how does He relate to God; and how does He relate to us? What does the Apostles' Creed have to do with the Bible? We'll talk about those questions and any others that arise.  Nancy will be present to provide thoughtful and informed leadership.

April 22 - Polity and Worship: As our journey of faith continues, how do we choose our direction and discern God's will? How are decisions made in our church?  Who has authority to ordain, perform sacraments, and make decisions?  What are our responsibilities as members of the congregation?  What are our opportunities?  How does West End Collegiate Church operate in the context of our denomination? What are the purposes of our worship practice? Ken Gorsuch led the unified classes, and we will ask him and some of the Elders to join us in a discussion of these issues.

April 29 - Jocelyn Camp will begin a three-week series on Stories, Poems and Scriptures, meeting in the Chapel.   

For up-to-date information on Wonder Hour offerings go to http://calendar.mail.yahoo.com/weccwonderhr.

CONSISTORY

The local Consistory will meet on Tuesday, April 17 at 6:45 p.m.

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
“The story of Easter is the story of God’s wonderful  ..window of divine surprise.”                  - Carl Knudsen
GUANTANAMO WATCH

The Guantanamo Watch will meet with the Pastor on Wednesday, April 18 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Education Center.  Here we confront our deepest values as U.S. Citizens and as Christians.

READING GROUP

The Reading Group will meet Friday, April 27 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Education Center.  The book we will be reading is "The Screwtape Letters" by C. S. Lewis.  Please call Kay Uyterlinde at 787-1285 or e-mail uyterlinde@hotmail.com to let her know if you are able to attend.

STEPHEN’S CORNER

The Stephen Ministers are reviewing several programs regarding the discernment of spiritual gifts and will be offering to the congregation a time when each person can learn about his/her own giftedness.
BENEVOLENCE COMMITTEE

The Benevolence Committee will meet after the service on Sunday, April 1.
OUR ARTISTS AT WORK

The Hospitality Committee is planning a theater trip:

THE NIBROC TRILOGY – Sunday, April 15 

“Last Train To Nibroc”, “See Rock City” and “Gulf View Drive”.  The playwright is Beth Lincks a.k.a. Arlene Hutton. This is a wonderful opportunity to see all three plays in one day. 

Tickets must be purchased for all three plays at $65.00 which includes a ticket for a simple picnic supper at the church. You are welcome to share the tickets for the individual plays with others if you are unable to attend all three. Play start times: “Last Train To Nibroc” -1pm, “See Rock City” -4pm, supper break, “Gulf View Drive” - 7pm. Checks payable to “78th Street Theatre Lab” are required at time of purchase.  

TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED BY SUNDAY, APRIL 8. 

See Pat Whitsett for further details.

CHOIR SCHEDULE

The choir will sing in the services for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. We rehearse on Sundays, April 1 and 8 at 9:00 a.m. in the choir loft and Mondays, April 2 and 16 in Room A from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. We will resume our regular Monday night rehearsals in May.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE PRESENTS…


…AN EVENING WITH PETER STRAUSS

SAVE THE DATE of April 23 for a seminar sponsored by the Stewardship Committee. While the church is planning its future, we thought it important that as individuals we, too, plan ours.  Well-known elder care lawyer, author, and lecturer Peter Strauss has agreed to offer us an evening of his expertise. He plans to cover such topics as living wills, medical powers of attorney, estate planning, long-term health insurance, planned giving, reverse mortgages, trusts and other related topics.  We need to know in advance if you have any special issues you need to learn about.  We did this a few years ago and found it very informative and interesting, so the Stewardship Committee hopes you will mark your calendar for this special evening.

SAVE THE DATE

If you have ever taught or have expressed interest in teaching any of the Adult Wonder Hour Classes, the Children's Church School Classes, or the Children's Worship Programs, you will soon be receiving an invitation to join the Education Committee for dinner on Friday, April 20.  Please see Julia Turner, Jane Russo, or Jim Sterner for more information.  

LOOKING AHEAD…

Street Fair Sunday, June 3 from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.

Your involvement in this Church Envisioning Community Outreach Project will enrich you, the community and your church family.   Please complete and return your Volunteer form by April 30. Additional letters and forms are at the back of the sanctuary.   

Congregational Retreat at Warwick June 22 to June 24  We will be using the book “Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts” by Kenneth C. Kinghorn.  Cost of the Retreat is $180.00 per person over 18 years old and includes a copy of the book.
AN INQUIRERS’ CLASS …
…will begin on Sunday, April 22, at 9:45 a.m. and will continue for five consecutive weeks.  These classes are for people who are considering membership in West End Collegiate Church or are interested in learning more about our church and its traditions. We will be receiving new members on Pentecost Sunday, May 27.  If you have any questions, please call or email Nancy Callender.

ENVISIONING UPDATE


A summary of the events from January 5 and 7 was recently mailed and included on the website in a new category for Envisioning.  In early May the Consistory will gather with additional members of the congregation to begin the process of articulating our three-year plan.  Watch your mail and website for periodic updates

 

BUILDING UPGRADES  

This summer we will install an air conditioning system for the sanctuary and Education Center and will renovate the Children and Worship Center. The building plans, in concert with our envisioning, will help provide for our additional needs and try to anticipate further space needs.

HELP US HELP OUR OWN
 

You're familiar with the West End Collegiate Church Local Deacon’s Fund that endeavors on certain occasions, through loans or grants, to assist our members and adherents who find themselves in temporary financial distress.  This Local Fund is funded through the West End Collegiate Church budget.

You may not know, however, of the Collegiate Church Deacon's Fund. This fund helps the members and adherents of the four Collegiate Churches. It is therefore funded by the four churches. 

Each church is to send to the Corporate Treasurer the "plate offering" from the collection of two Communion Sundays each year to replenish the fund.  The "plate offering" is defined as any paper money and coins which are not part of the donor's pledge and have not been designated for a specific purpose such as memorial flowers.   All checks, money orders and the children's offering are excluded and not considered part of the "plate offering”.

The churches have not replenished the Collegiate Church Deacon's Fund recently.  Because of increased need and diminishing Fund coffers, the churches are reviving this custom.

April 1 and June 3 are the two Communion Sundays in this fiscal year that West End Collegiate Church will forward monies to the Corporate Office. 

West End Collegiate Church is very empathetic nationally and worldwide to those who need assistance. Let us not forget our own.







